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hat an honor it is to be part of the Life School family! Whether observing 
              learning in our classrooms, watching UIL competitions, or serving together in the 
community, I am constantly reminded of the strength and talent of our students, staff, and 
families. We are able to accomplish so much more because of our collective efforts to help 
children reach their full potential. 
 It is with tremendous gratitude that I salute all those in the Life School community 
who work so tirelessly to ensure our students are afforded every opportunity for success. Thank 
you for your continued support, dedication and commitment to our schools and our students.

Together 
  we are stronger
W
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 Life School is proud that we have seen continued growth throughout the district. This 
growth includes more than an increase in student population or a new building. Our academic, 
co-curricular, and extra-curricular activities continue to provide holistic opportunities for 
students to develop into leaders with character. We remain committed to our mission of 
training leaders with life skills by establishing strong academics, character training, and by 
partnering with parents to help students succeed.
 Although we are excited to share this third installment of our Life School annual 
magazine with you, it only provides a small snapshot of the stories and accomplishments of 
our stakeholders. We sincerely hope that you will take the time to learn more about Life School 
by visiting us online at www.lifeschools.net or contact us to set up an appointment for a tour.

Sincerely,

Brent Wilson
Superintendent

LETTER FROM SUPERINTENDENT

Brent Wilson
Superintendent 

Barry West
Chief Operations Officer

Charles Pulliam
Chief Development Officer

Herbert Oneil
Chief Talent Officer

Jennifer Wilson*
Chief Financial Officer

Troy Mooney
Chief Academic Officer

Scott Fuller
Chief of Staff

*No relation to Superintendent

“We are able to accomplish  
so much more because of our  

collective efforts to help children 
reach their full potential.”
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Erika and Edrick Hudson

Graduating Seniors, Twins, Life High School Waxahachie

LIFE HIGH SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE

    On the 
 right track 
    for success

ext fall will be different for twins  
Edrick  and Erika Hudson. For the 

first time since birth, the graduating seniors 
from Life High School Waxahachie will set sail 
on their own separate adventures as they leave 
for college.

Erika Hudson means business
You probably know Erika Hudson has a twin 
brother named Edrick and that she was named 
Life School’s “Female Athlete of the Year.” 
Erika played basketball as well as threw discus 
and shot put, placing fifth in the district shot 
put finals this year. 
 But did you know this graduating Life 
High School Waxahachie senior also has a good 
head for business?

 Erika will attend Stephen F. Austin  
State University in the fall, where she’ll focus  
on getting her Business Management degree.
(continued on page 9)
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LIFE HIGH SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE

 This seems to go along with the plan as 
Erika took business classes in high school  
and thanks to her photography class, now  
understands how to run her own business.
 “In my photography class, I learned how to 
work the camera, practiced taking pictures and 
created my own website,” Erika said. “This class 
helped me understand what it takes to run my 
own business. I learned a lot from my mentor, 
Christina Truelove (LHSW Teacher), and now 
have a good idea of how to transition into that 
type of field.”

Edrick Hudson is West Point bound
When your dad is a retired Sgt. First Class in 
the U.S. Army (21 years), it’s not surprising you 
apply to West Point. And upon meeting Edrick 
Hudson, you’re also not surprised he’s been 
accepted.
 Edrick was a stellar student and all-star 
athlete at Life High School Waxahachie. He 
made excellent grades, played basketball and ran 
cross country. He is an all-around good guy.
“I always thought military life was the way to 
go,” Edrick said. “I’m going to study mechanical 
engineering. West Point is ranked along with 
top Ivy League schools in engineering.”
 West Point invited Edrick for a campus 
visit during which time he stayed with the 

cadets. “I loved meeting the new cadets,” Edrick 
said. “I loved the whole campus in general. 
The overall experience was great. I knew that 
was my choice after visiting.”
 In order to get accepted, Edrick also 
had to get a recommendation from a U.S. 
senator or congressman. That’s where 
U.S Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson 
of the 30th district stepped in with a 
recommendation letter. The rest is history.
 “I am a little nervous, but I think I'll be 
fine,” said Edrick about going to West Point. 
“I love to travel.”

Growing up Hudson
As Army children, twins Erika and Edrick lived 
in Germany and other spots in Europe during 
childhood, so living away from home next year 
in college doesn’t seem that scary to them.
 Although, being apart from your twin is a 
different story.
 “We’ve pretty much been best friends since 
the beginning,” said Erika. “I’m going to miss 
him when we go off to college.”
 Edrick agreed. “We did everything together. 
We even played on the same soccer teams.”  
Today, the dynamic duo, who came to Life 
School Red Oak Elementary in third grade, 
are set for success as they embark on their own 
separate journeys in college and in life.

“We did everything together.  
We even played on the same soccer teams.” { }

(continued from page 7)
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CONNECTING THE DOTS 
Whether it was through a unique after school program, club or a new 
teaching method, the 2015-16 school year saw Life School students 
improve STAAR test scores and continue to grow and connect the dots 
on their pathways to becoming successful leaders and adults. 

CEDAR HILL ELEMENTARY
Reading and Math Specialists joined the Cedar Hill campus in 2015-16, helping improve the 
students’ STAAR test scores and district benchmarks. Other areas of improvement on campus 
included Focused Learning Intervention (FLI) and data meetings. In general, students and staff 
kept pretty busy at Cedar Hill with National Elementary Honor Society (NEHS), a Fall Carnival, an 
NEHS Dance, after school clubs, student choir concerts and drama club presentations. Students 
also found time to volunteer at the Cedar Hill Food Pantry, Church Under the Bridge and the 
Tri-City Animal Shelter.
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LANCASTER ELEMENTARY
It was a year of firsts for Lancaster, 
which saw the implementation 
of a new mentoring program, the 
development of The Matrix (Challenge 
Lab) and the addition of a Reading 
Specialist. Students participated in 
the Minecraft Club, attended a 
performance of the Little Mermaid 
at the Dallas Summer Musicals, 
participated in a Robotics Club and the 
District Science Fair, and volunteered 
at the Lancaster Outreach Food Drive. 
The school also held its second 
Beary Fall Festival and its first-ever 
International Week. 

LIFE HIGH SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE 
The newest campus in the district saw its dual credit program grow by leaps and 
bounds. The campus also hosted a Career and Technology Education (CTE) Fair and 
its first-ever talent show. Plus, students performed a Christmas Band and Choir 
Show and a Fall Theater Production.

LIFE MIDDLE SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE
It was a banner year for Life Middle School 
Waxahachie, with a new library and an 
award-winning season for UIL competitions in 
One Act Play and Band. The middle school 
also started a Robotics Club, held a 
Christmas Choir Concert, a Poetry Slam and 
a theater production of You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown.

W

MOUNTAIN CREEK ELEMENTARY
In 2015-16, third grade students took their first STAAR exams, and school 
administrators piloted a Gifted and Talented (GT) planned experience to help 
determine which students qualify for GT by third grade. They also successfully 
implemented teacher data meetings that teachers and administrators from 
across the district came to observe. The school also held a father daughter dance. 

OAK CLIFF SECONDARY
In January, Life Oak Cliff Secondary 
launched the district’s first 
After-School All-Stars program and 
from all accounts it was a great 
success and will be continued next 
year. Students at the school also 
participated in choir concerts and 
competitions. In the top teacher 
category, Dr. Alissa Russell was named 
Educator of the Year by the Oak Cliff 
Chamber of Commerce during a 
ceremony at Dallas City Hall.

OAK CLIFF ELEMENTARY
Students, faculty and staff of Oak Cliff Elementary kept busy this past year. During 
the first semester, they held a successful Children’s Hospital Coloring Book Drive, 
the annual Fall Festival and the holiday program. In January, they kicked off the 
year with the Science Fair and Science Parent Night and in March students enjoyed 
the Dr. Seuss Literacy Parade. The fourth graders took a field trip to Texas A&M in 
April and the school hosted College and Career Day in May.
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ACADEMIC UPDATES 

RO
RED OAK ELEMENTARY
Students participated in a Challenge Lab program in partnership with the  
Perot Museum, the Dallas Contemporary, Dallas Arboretum, Makey Makeys, Little 
Bits and Osmos. The school inducted new National Elementary Honor Society 
members, congratulated first place UIL competition winners, and welcomed 
two new Campus Specialists. Plus, there were after-school clubs and a musical 
production of Alice in Wonderland.

Dr. Alissa Russell was named Educator of the Year 
    by the Oak Cliff Chamber of Commerce
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LIFE WAXAHACHIE MUSTANGS 
From district, regional and state championships to first-time playoff berths and a  

hole-in-one, there were plenty of memorable moments for the Mustangs in 2015-16. 

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY: 
Qualified for Regionals

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY: 
Qualified for Regionals

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL: 
Qualified for Playoffs

BOYS BASKETBALL: 
District Champions; Regional Finalist 

for first time in school history

GIRLS SOCCER: 
Co-District Champions;

(First playoff appearance in school history)

BOYS SOCCER: 
First year in UIL competition

BOYS POWER LIFTING: 
State Qualifier, Logan Blake

GIRLS GOLF: 
Regional Qualifier 

(Haleigh Boyce with a hole-in-one)

TRACK: 
District Champions 

(Boys)
Area and Regional Qualifiers 

(Boys and Girls)
State Qualifiers 

(Girls 4x100m Relay and Boys High Jump)

LIFE OAK CLIFF LIONS
The Lions were on fire in a year that saw district champions, regional  

qualifiers and a Boys Relay team that took home a bronze and  
silver medal from the UIL state championship in Austin

FOOTBALL: 
Finished season 5-5; most wins in six years

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY: 
Qualified for Regionals

GIRLS BASKETBALL: 
District Champions; Regional Quarter finalists

BOYS SOCCER: 
District Champions; Regional finalists 

POWERLIFTING: 
Girls and Boys Regional Qualifiers

TRACK:
Boys and Girls Area, Regional and State Qualifiers

Girls 400m State Qualifier
Boys 4x100m State Bronze Medalists (school record set)

Boys 4x200m State Silver Medalists

LIFE SCHOOL STUDENT-ATHLETES SOAR: In addition to the dozens of students who received All-District,  
All-Region and All-State recognition for their athletic  accomplishments, there were 37 Life School student-athletes  
who received Academic All-State honors.
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ATHLETIC UPDATES 

Life Oak Cliff Secondary and Life High 
School Waxahachie each made a  
tremendous showing at this year’s 
University Interscholastic League (UIL) 
State Track & Field Championships at The 
University of Texas at Austin in May.
 “The coaches set goals before this 
year’s season started, one of those being 
to compete at the state track meet in 
Austin,” said Andy Chester, Director of 
Athletics for Life School. “And all of 
the hard work more than paid off as a 
school record 15 students made it to 
state in May.”

 Life Oak Cliff Secondary Boys  
4x100m Relay set a school record and 
captured the bronze medal and later in 
the evening brought home the silver 
medal in the 4x200m Relay. Members 
of the relay teams were Austin Clark, 
Jaquan Tatum, Kordell Tilley, Jordan 
Jackson, Brian Thomas, Lakendrick  
Bryant and Jeremy King.
  On the girls side of the track, Brandi 
Sowels of the Lady Lions earned a trip to 
state in the 400M Run.

  The Life High School Waxahachie 
Lady Mustang’s 4x100m Relay placed  
fifth in the state finals. Team members 
included Tatum Thornton, Ashley Sewell, 
Aushea Sanders, Taylor Shaw, Karrington 
Hall and Kim Kitsao.
  Mustang long jumper Jalen  
Crawford made his second straight trip  
to the state meet and placed fourth.
  Congratulations to the Lion and 
Mustang Nations on this huge accomplish-
ment and thank you to everyone who 
provided support along the way!

RUNNING & JUMPING THEIR WAY TO STATE
 

A PERFECT SHOT

Some golfers go their entire lives without ever making a hole-in-one. Not Life High 
School Waxahachie sophomore and golf team member Haleigh Boyce. 
 The sophomore golfer made her first hole-in-one during her second round of the 
UIL regional golf tournament on April 12 at Peachtree Golf Course in Bullard, TX. 
 “She was pretty sure the ball went in. I saw the ball stop rolling, but I wasn’t sure it 
went in the hole,” said Life School golf coach Darin Ellis. “I immediately drove my golf 
cart to the green, jumped out and checked to see where the ball was. And there it was, 
in the hole.”
 Haleigh posted an 84 that day. It was not only a personal best for Haleigh, but it’s 
also the lowest score by any female golfer in the history of the Life School golf program. 

Paths to Success
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Amber Duke

Life Skills Specialist, Life School Red Oak Elementary

 Ayear 
     of firsts
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LIFE SCHOOL RED OAK ELEMENTARY

n the 2015-16 school year, Amber Duke   
        experienced a number of firsts. It was her 
first year as a teacher at Life School Red Oak 
Elementary. It was her first time teaching all 
grades Kindergarten through sixth. And, it was the 
first time she was named Teacher of the Year.

Before coming to Life School, Amber taught 
seventh grade for three years in Alvarado.

At Life School Red Oak Elementary, Amber 
is a Life Skills Specialist for special needs students 
and is responsible for Kindergarten through sixth 
grade. “It was a big change, but I really like Life 
School,” she said of the switch. “Everyone has  
been so welcoming.”

As a Life Skills Specialist, Amber helps  
students with moderate to severe down’s  
syndrome, autism, low IQ, learning difficulties  
and other behavior management issues. She works 
with students on things like social interactions, 
manners, communication skills and even cooking. 

“We have an alternative curriculum that’s not 
based on the same standards as other students,” 
said Amber, who was named Life School 
Elementary Teacher of the Year for 2016. “For 
example, our kids are learning how to identify 
coins, where in standard classes they might be 
learning how to count change.” 

“We’re more hands-on than paper and 
pencil,” she said. “We are working on the 
prerequisite skills.” 

Amber said she and her students are 
frequently moving around the classroom. “After 
we get them to do a task they don’t particularly 
want to do, they get to move on to something 
they enjoy,” said Amber. “Something like the iPad, 
our kids love the iPad, they will do anything for 
the iPad.”

Looking to the past to shape today
Amber points to her childhood to explain her 
passion for children and those with special needs.

 “I was raised by my grandparents,” she said, 
“and I have an aunt with special needs who lived  
in a group home.”

Amber said she didn’t have the best  
childhood. “But in junior high I had a teacher who 
helped me see that I could do math.” 

That teacher was just the push she needed 
to get on the right track. Amber graduated from 
Tarleton State University with a degree in special 
needs education.

When asked what she likes most about her 
job, she said, “The variety. Every day is different 
from the last. I also love the children. They are all 
so special in their own way.”

With 50 special needs students at Life  
School Red Oak Elementary, Amber said the key 
to success is lots of scheduling, plus the help of  
six aides.  

“Without my aides I wouldn’t have made it 
through this year,” she said. “They’re the glue that 
holds everything together.”

I

 Ayear 
     of firsts

“Every day is different 
from the last. I also love the 

children. They are all so 
special in their own way.”
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“We’ve got doctors on my mom’s side of the  
family,” said Daniel. “I guess it runs in the family.” 

After pre-med and med school, Daniel said he’d 
like to be a surgeon, “Maybe plastic surgery.” 
 Before the long road to medical school begins, 
Daniel says he plans to relax and spend time  
with family in Mexico on the beach this summer.  
He’s earned it. 
 Daniel participated in the dual credit program in  
high school, allowing him to start Houston Baptist 
with 24 hours of credit already earned.

 
Giving credit where credit is due
Daniel started out his Life School adventure at 
Life School Lancaster Elementary in sixth grade. 

A goal keeper     
   with big goals

hen asked what he’s most proud of from his  
       time at Life School Oak Cliff Secondary, 

Daniel Gonzalez says there are two things.
“First, I graduated in the top 10 percent of  

my class,” said the graduating senior. “And second, in 
athletics I am proud of last year - our first year  
in UIL – when our soccer team made it all the way  
to regionals.”

The superb student and First Team All-State 
goalkeeper on the school soccer team, was also kicker  
for the Lions’ football team.

The athlete will start Houston Baptist University  
in the fall, where he will study pre-med. 

W

Daniel Gonzalez

Graduating Senior, Life School Oak Cliff Secondary
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LIFE SCHOOL OAK CLIFF SECONDARY

He started Life School Oak Cliff Secondary in 
seventh grade and his sisters Lesly (eighth grade) and 
Valeria (third grade) followed.”

Daniel will be the first in his immediate  
family to attend college. He credits his success to  
Life School.

“It’s a great organization,” he said. “The teachers, 
coaches, they always push us to do our best. It’s a great 
environment and they are always helping you.” 

“

“

             It’s a great organization. The teachers, coaches, 
                they always push us to do our best.
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LIFE MIDDLE SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE

            he 2015-16 school year was theater teacher Jacqueline Rose’s first year 
           at Life Middle School Waxahachie. 
 Although, that’s not exactly true.The first year teacher was actually part of 
the first graduating class of Life High School Waxahachie.
 “It’s interesting because all my old teachers are now my co-workers,” 
said Jacqueline. “I had several job offers after graduating from college, but I 
ultimately decided to come to Life School. It feels like family here.”
 Judging by the number of awards the theater program won in its first year 
in UIL competition, her decision has been good for herself and the school.
 Awards are one thing, however what was more exciting was the school’s 
two-night run of You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. The school musical was a 
complete sell out both nights.

Finding her way to the theater
Jacqueline didn’t participate in theater in high school. But she was the school 
mascot – she clearly loved to perform.
 “It wasn’t until college that I got into theater,” she said. “That’s when I 
realized there’s so much involved – set design, acting, comedy… It’s the only  
art that combines all of the arts.”
 Jacqueline graduated from Southwestern Assemblies of God University  
in Waxahachie, becoming one of the school’s first graduates with a theater  
education degree. 

Theater, kids and the future
Jacqueline believes theater is good for kids. It helps them get involved in  
something and helps them with empathy, allowing them to think outside their 
world and themselves.
 “Theater helped me become a better communicator,” she said. “It helped 
me relate to the student who may not want to get up on the stage.”
 As for what’s next, Jacqueline said she’s always wanted to direct, as  
evidenced by her childhood. “I was always directing my siblings,” she said.
 Jacqueline recently adopted a Chihuahua Terrier Pug named Hazel and 
purchased her first house – a 1950’s style house she plans to remodel and 
decorate over the summer.
 Eventually she wants to get her master of fine arts in theater and maybe 
teach at a college “in the far future.” But for now she is more than happy to be 
right where she is. “It’s an honor to come back to Life School,” she said. “It’s a 
way to give back to all of the teachers I had and a reminder of why I’m here.” 

T

Feels like home
Jacqueline Rose

Theater Teacher, Life Middle School Waxahachie



Almetria Rudd

Math and Reading Specialist, 
Life School Mountain Creek Elementary

lmetria Rudd was ready for a change.
And thanks to her niece, she found that 

change at Life School Mountain Creek Elementary. 
The former second grade teacher had spent eight years 
at another local school district (seven as a second grade 
teacher) and was looking to shake things up.

“I knew I still wanted to work with kids but 
wanted something different,” said Almetria. 

“My niece goes to Life School in Lancaster and 
her mom encouraged me to try it, so I went to the Life 
School Job Fair and here I am. I love it!”

AFilling 
   the gaps

20



LIFE SCHOOL MOUNTAIN CREEK ELEMENTARY

A

This is Almetria’s second year at Life School, where 
she is the math and reading specialist for Kindergarten 
through third grades. Almetria helps teachers fill in the 
gaps for their students and guides students.

“I like math,” she said. “I help third grade with 
comprehension and Kindergarten through second with 
blending patterns.”

She also helps teachers get students ready for 
the annual STAAR exam. “To see the scores come 
back, a lot of them grew this year,” she said. “It made 
me proud.”

When she’s not helping students improve their 
math and reading skills in the classroom, Almetria said 
she gets to “be a mom.” Her son Patrick, Jr., is 14, and the 
newest member of their family, Prince, is five months old. 
Her daughter, Payton, is eight and a third grader at Life 
School Mountain Creek Elementary. 

“I like seeing my mom at school everyday,” said 
Payton, who is also excited to spend some time traveling 
with her family this summer.

Beyond family and school, Almetria enjoys interior 
decorating and event planning. Her specialty event? Kids 
birthday parties of course!

21
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 Reaching 
          for the stars

After-School All-Stars

Life School Oak Cliff Secondary
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LIFE SCHOOL OAK CLIFF SECONDARY

t was a typical Monday afternoon at 
After-School All-Stars at Life School Oak 

Cliff Secondary. After sign-in and snacks, some 
students worked on their Google Coding or 
showed off their DJ skills, while others focused 
on cooking, anime or art. Still others were 
getting their Zumba on.
 After-School All-Stars is a national after 
school program with a mission to keep students  
safe and help them succeed in school and in life 
by engaging them in activities and projects or 
“clubs” they might not normally access. At Life 
School Oak Cliff Secondary, about 40 seventh 
and eighth graders (11-13 year olds) participated 
in the program this year.
 While it’s true the program is designed to 
help keep middle schoolers out of trouble when 
school lets out, it’s so much more.
 “It helps these kids connect with positive 
role models and allows them to see adults in a 
different light,” said Marissa Castro Mikoy,  
Executive Director of After-School All-Stars 
North Texas. “It’s one additional person these 
kids can go to when grappling with middle 
school.”
 After-School All-Stars is not a new  
program. It was actually founded by Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in 1993. What began as a  
program exclusively focused on health and fitness 
has evolved and now incorporates academics, 
enrichment plus a healthy and active lifestyles 
curriculum.
 The program launched at Life School 
Oak Cliff Secondary in January 2016 for two 
hours after school on Mondays and Thursdays.  
So far, it’s the only charter school in the program’s 
portfolio.

 “This has been an incredible partnership,” said 
Marissa. “The team at Life School – the teachers, 
the leadership – really buys into the program. We 
have shared goals.”
 The pilot went so well that next year the 
After-School All-Stars program will expand to 
four days at Life School Oak Cliff Secondary. It’s 
expected enrollment will double to approximately 
100 students.

Everybody benefits
Parents love After-School All-Stars because it 
“provides a level of comfort knowing your child is 
involved in something constructive after school,” 
said Marissa. “For working parents, the worry 
isn’t there anymore. Plus, it provides additional 
partnership for their kids.”
 As for the students, they seem to like it, too. 
Jeremiah Dawn, an eighth grader at Life School 
Oak Cliff Secondary, belongs to the DJ club.  
“I learned how to control music and count beats 
in my head,” he said.
 In addition to the instructors After-School 
All-Stars provides, a few teachers from Life 
School Oak Cliff Secondary also moonlight as 
instructors in the program.
 “It provides a place for these students to be  
after school. A place where they are being  
productive. A place where they belong,” said 
Life School teacher Megan Stinson. “It’s great  
because the students begin to see you in less 
of an educator role. During the day you’re a 
teacher and then after school you are something 
more to these kids.” 

I
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Volunteer 
    extraordinaire
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LIFE SCHOOL LANCASTER ELEMENTARY

          or Noemy Perez, being an involved parent at Life School Lancaster 
        Elementary is practically a full-time job.
 “I started subbing so I could know more about what’s going on at 
school,” she said. “It keeps me informed.”
 Her daughters, Adamari, 11 and in fifth grade, and Victoria, 7 and in 
second grade, both attend the Lancaster school where mom is most days.
 Noemy loves to stay engaged with her kids’ school. Besides subbing 
for teachers, she’s made tacos for International Day, volunteered for the 
Food Fair, choir competition and field day, and chaperoned field trips.
 “One of my favorite things is getting to know all the kids,” she said. 
“They see me all the time.”
 When asked about how she spends her free time when she’s not 
helping out at school, Noemy laughed and said, “I am running the house. 
Or getting my nails done every now and then.”
 Pretty soon she’ll have someone new to look after. Her eldest daughter, 
who lives in Virginia, is expecting a baby in August. “I’ll probably spend 
a month there once the baby is born.”
 As for the teachers at Life School Lancaster Elementary, Noemy 
said she’s learned a lot from them.
 “I know how stressful it is for teachers,” she said. “Kudos to all 
the teachers. They have a lot on their plate. I know the staff here works 
so hard.”

FVolunteer 
    extraordinaire

“I started subbing so I could know 
more about what’s going on at school. 

It keeps me informed.”

Noemy Perez

Substitute Teacher and Volunteer, 
Life School Lancaster Elementary
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ylie Bostwick had a busy year. As an     
 eighth grader at Life Middle School 

Waxahachie, she served as Student Body 
President, took all Pre-AP classes and played on 
the basketball team. 
 But she didn’t let these responsibilities  
get in the way of her true loves: theater, acting 
and performance.
 In her final year at Life Middle School 
Waxahachie, Kylie was the lead in a one-act 
play called Goodbye to the Clown. Kylie portrayed 
Peggy, a nine-year old girl who has an imaginary 
playmate, a clown. 
 “The clown turns out to be a substitute for 
her father who has died,” said Kylie, promising 
the play wasn’t all gloom and had funny parts too.
 Kylie performed the one-act play as part 
of a UIL competition. “Each person has 10 to 30 
minutes for their play, including 90 seconds to set 
up their props, do the play, and 90 seconds to take 
the props down,” Kylie explained about her team’s 
fourth place finish in the competition.
 Kylie was also in the school musical, 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. She 
played Snoopy.

 Not surprisingly, Kylie “wants to do more 
theater when I’m older. I am looking forward to 
theater in high school,” she said. “I can’t wait to 
see how different it is.”
 Kylie’s brothers and sister also attend or 
have attended Life School. Her big brother 
Gunter graduated from Life High School 
Waxahachie, her little brother Kade will be in 
sixth grade and her big sister Page will be a senior 
at Life High School Waxahachie, which Kylie 
will also attend.
 “I also can’t wait to play basketball with my 
sister next year,” she said. “We’ll be on the same 
team finally.”
 As for academics, history is her favorite 
core class. “It’s almost a story,” she says, “I love 
history.” Her favorite elective? Theater, of course.

LIFE MIDDLE SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE

K

“I am looking forward to theater in high
school, I can’t wait to see how different it is.”{ }

All the world’s 
     stagea

Kylie Bostwick

Graduating Eighth Grader, 
Life Middle School Waxahachie
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Justin Lyons

Alumnus, First Graduating Class,
Life School Oak Cliff Secondary

Living
     his dream

“

“

I’ve gone from playing for 300 people at church 
                               to 80,000 people around the world. 
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ALUMNUS, LIFE SCHOOL OAK CLIFF SECONDARY

ustin Lyons, the self-taught guitar 
aficionado and member of the first 

graduating class of Life School Oak Cliff 
Secondary, is known across social media and 
on his website as GuitarSlayer24.com.
 It’s a moniker that seems to fit the highly 
sought-after 30-year-old.
 Since graduating Life School and studying 
music and the music business at Mountain View 
and Cedar Valley Colleges, Justin has traveled the 
world as a lead guitarist and musical director for 
several musicians and musical acts. 
 “I’ve gone from playing for 300 people 
at church to 80,000 people around the world,” 
he said. 
 However, despite his Guitar Slayer success, 
Justin said he’s ready to show the world the real 
Justin Lyons on his forthcoming (and first) 
solo album, Superego. And while there will be  
plenty of guitar slaying on the album, there 
will also be strings of a different type. As in the 
15-piece orchestra variety.
 “Strings and orchestra, that’s my thing,” 
said Justin inside his Dallas studio. “We knocked 
out the full album in two days.”
 Superego, which will be released this fall, 
might be Justin’s first solo album, but it’s not his 
first dip into the music business.
 Remember 2012’s Gangnam Style, the 
Korean-pop single from Psy? Justin was lead 
guitarist for Psy on tour a few years ago and 
will once again join the group on their final 
tour across Korea this fall.

A guitar player is born
Justin remembers being five years old and at 
church when he picked up his first guitar. 
 “My family is big on prayer,” said Justin. 
“Mom raised us as a single parent.”
 Because money was tight, music lessons were 
not an option. So, Justin just taught himself how 
to play guitar.
 “My mom would hum the notes to me and I 
would play them,” said Justin. “Every Wednesday 

night at Bible study there was a guy with a guitar 
and he would let me play.”
 Of course it helps if you come from a musical 
family. Of his seven siblings (five boys and two 
girls), Justin said all of them are musical to a 
certain degree, plus his grandparents and dad. 
“It’s in my blood. It’s pre-destined.”
 
Guitar Slayer evolves and gives back 
Never one to rest, Justin recently launched Guitar 
Slayer Entertainment, a separate entity he hopes 
will help the local Dallas art and music scene. 
 “It won’t be just music. It will focus on all 
around artist development,” said Justin, who  
hopes to be the Quincy Jones of his generation. 
“Austin is a music capital. Obviously LA and 
New York. But Dallas has just as much if not 
more talent." 
 Justin plans to make his studio available to 
his fellow Dallas artists. He’ll also open doors by 
making introductions and connections for them 
within the music industry. 
 “Who knows, maybe the newest star in 
America was born right here in Dallas,” said Justin. 
“I’ve traveled the world and worked with so many 
top artists. I want to use my connections to help 
Dallas artists.”

JLiving
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icholas Miller didn’t take the traditional  
path to becoming a teacher. In fact, he was 

majoring in kinesiology – not education – when 
Teach for America contacted him as a junior at 
Texas A&M University. 
 “I mostly had PE experience,” said Nicholas, a 
graduate of Mesquite High School.
 Turns out his PE experience and training were 
a good fit for becoming a teacher. And following an 
internship at the Department of Education during 
his final semester of college, Nicholas decided to 
pursue his calling and become a teacher through 
Teach for America, a national program that recruits 
individuals from diverse backgrounds to become 
teachers in low-income communities for two years.
 When he signed up, Nicholas wasn’t interested 
in coming back to the Dallas area. In fact, Dallas 
was eighth on his list. Yet, as fate would have it, he 
ended up at Life School Oak Cliff Elementary and 
now he doesn’t want to leave.
 “Not a day goes by without something exciting 
happening,” said Nicholas. “I want to stay at Life 
School as long as possible.”
 After two years in Teach for America, not only 
has Nicholas decided to remain in teaching, after 
12 more hours of coursework this summer he will 
receive his masters in education this August.

 For his next stop, Nicholas has his sights set 
on an assistant principal position. “I want to have a 
bigger influence at a higher level,” he said.

Early beginnings
Nicholas credits his three older brothers for guiding 
him in the right direction while growing up.
 “I learned from their mistakes,” he said. “One 
of my older brothers in particular always told me to 
stay in school. I credit him for where I am today.”
 Nicholas is the first in his family to graduate 
from a four-year college or university. 
 “I was 22nd in my class in high school, yet no 
one at the school ever came to me to talk about 
college,” he remembered. “I just applied. There’s no 
real reason I chose A&M.”
 Nicholas hopes to change that with his students. 
While he understands it doesn’t matter so much 
where his students attend college, Nicholas 
recognizes it’s important to guide his students 
much the same way his brothers guided him to 
stay in school and go to college.
 “My goal with my students is to empower 
them,” he said. “I see so much potential in these 
kids. Education isn’t just math, reading or writing.” 
 For Nicholas, it’s playing chess. It’s teaching 
life skills. It’s exposing his students to things 
outside their environment – like college and more 
specifically Texas A&M University.
 “I took the second grade to Texas A&M for a 
day last year,” Nicholas said. “It started with a 
tour and then they met with General Ramirez 
(Commandant of Texas A&M Corps of Cadets) 
who spoke to the students about the value of hard 
work. It was a good day.”

N
Nicholas Miller

Second Grade Teacher, Life School Oak Cliff Elementary

Teaching life skills

“My goal with my students 
is to empower them.” 
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          or the fourth year running, Life School   
        Cedar Hill Elementary has offered fourth, 
fifth and sixth grade students the opportunity to 
participate in a Robotics Club created in partnership 
with Mountain View College.
 Every Friday throughout the school year, 
three groups of four to six students along with 
a few engineering students from Mountain View, 
plus Cedar Hill teacher Pat Jones and former 
Cedar Hill teacher, club originator and also Pat’s 
daughter, Alyssa Thomas, set out to make the 
world’s best robots.
 “These are gifted and talented kids,” said Pat 
Jones. “This club provides a way for them to utilize 
their skills.”
 Mountain View provides the materials and a 
few engineering students to help the students build 
and perfect their robots. The partnership started 
thanks to Mountain View’s Dr. Stephen Jones, 
Pat’s brother-in-law and the program director of 
the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math) program at Mountain View.
 The end goal of the Robotics Club? To create 
the best robot possible and be crowned champion 
of the “Battle of the Bots” competition at Mountain 
View College at the end of the school year.
 “It’s a fun day of competition,” said Pat. “Plus 
they get to be on a college campus.”
 The robots, which feature modified claws, are 
completely built and programmed by the students. 
The robots not only have to work, but they have 
to accomplish a specific set of tasks during the 
Battle of the Bots. The students program the robots 
to pick up and throw orange balls, move the robots 
over lines, push blocks and travel up ramps.

Game day arrives!
On May 6, at Mountain View College, the  
dedicated Robotics Club from Life School Cedar 
Hill Elementary was prepared and ready for battle. 
 This year, two rival schools within the Life 
School district were set to compete: Life School 
Red Oak Elementary in its rookie season vs. Life 
School Cedar Hill Elementary, the seasoned veteran 
in its fourth year of competition.
 

 The teachers from both teams said it was a 
“friendly competition.” However, that doesn’t mean 
the kids weren’t in it to win it. With bragging rights 
for the next year on the line, the Robotics Club 
teams were tweaking their bots right up until the 
final seconds. 

Drum roll, please.
After a year of preparation, hard work and some 
very stiff competition, the scores were tallied and a 
winner announced. The Cedar Hill team ultimately 
won the 2016 Battle of the Bots. 
 The winning team included: Stephen Jones 
(6th), Kai Burton (6th), Joelle Wood (6th), Eden 
Edwards (6th), Avery Hunter (5th), Bailey King 
(4th), Dara Shaneedy (5th), Cecily Simms (5th), 
Dominic Humphries (4th), Justin Edwards (4th), 
Katrina Jenkins (6th), Addison Williams (5th), 
Tenaya Cobb (5th), and Rhian Burkins (5th).
 A veteran Cedar Hill team might have won the 
competition this year, but all of the teams did well, 
had fun, and are already planning for next year!

F
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LIFE SCHOOL CEDAR HILL ELEMENTARY

Getting robotic
Robotics Club

Life School Cedar Hill Elementary
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Life School Waxahachie College Acceptance Life School Oak Cliff College Acceptance

Blinn College
Cedar Valley College
Central Texas College
Dallas Art Institute
Dallas Baptist University
Dillard University
Grand Canyon University
Houston Baptist University 
John Brown University
Midwestern State University
Moody Bible Institute
Mountain View College
National Guard
Navarro College
Nazarene Bible College
Oral Roberts University
Stephen F. Austin State University
Southwestern Assemblies of God University
Southern Nazarene University
Texas A&M University
Texas A&M University at Galveston

Texas State Technical College System
Texas State University 
Texas Women’s University
Trinity University
Trinity Valley Community College
University of Florida
University of Mary Hardin–Baylor
University of North Texas
University of North Texas at Dallas
University of Oklahoma
University of Texas at Arlington
University of Texas at Tyler
West Point Academy
Wichita State University
Youth Ministry Discipleship Training School

Angelo State University
Colorado State University
Fisk University
Grambling State University
Houston Baptist University
Howard University
Huston-Tillotson University
Langston University
Midwestern State University
Mississippi College
Philander Smith College
Prairie View A&M University
Sam Houston State University
San Diego State University
Southwestern Assemblies of God University

Spelman College
Stephen F. Austin State University
Texas A&M University 
Texas A&M University — Blinn TEAM
Texas A&M University at Commerce
Texas A&M University at Galveston
Texas A&M University at Texarkana
Texas State University
Texas Tech University
Texas Women’s University
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
University of North Texas
University of Texas at Austin
University of Texas at Arlington
University of Texas at Dallas
University of Texas at Arlington
Wayland Baptist University

Looking to 
            the future
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GRADUATION

Make the dream  
of college a reality

Dr. Tom Wilson established Life School in 1998 as 
a tuition free school. Since its inception, the Life 
School mission has been to train leaders with life 
skills for the twenty-first century by establishing 
strong academics, character training and a 
parenting program.
 Dr. Wilson believed in the pursuit of  
excellence in all areas, especially academics.  
Dr. Wilson’s remarkable vision, coupled with the 
dedication and professionalism of Life School 
faculty and staff, are impacting a new generation 
of successful leaders. His commitment to create 
a tuition-free school has become a reality and 
Life School strives to continue the legacy of 
excellence that he established. 
 To continue his impact with future students, 
the Dr. Wilson Scholarship was created. This 
scholarship is presented annually by Life School 
in honor of its founder Dr. Wilson and is given 
to the graduating senior or seniors who have 
attained the highest academic average and  
have shown outstanding leadership skills.  
Each recipient receives $1,000 for his or her 
college tuition. 
 The Dr. Wilson Scholarship is also funded 
solely by private donations. We need your  
support to assist deserving students in  
achieving their dream of attending college. 
The students that receive this scholarship have 
accomplished near perfect grades while also 
participating in extracurricular activities and 
giving back to the community. Even with their 
accomplishments, many need help in making 
their dream of college a reality. 

To make a donation to the Dr. Wilson  
Scholarship, please visit www.lifeschools.net, 
click “Donate,” then “Scholarship Fund.” 

Ruben Luna
Life School Oak Cliff 

Joseph LaCross 
Life School Waxahachie

2015-2016 Dr. Tom Wilson 
Scholarship Recipients
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University of Texas at Arlington
Wayland Baptist University
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Your charitable gifts will   
         make a difference

           or 18 years, Life School has trained leaders with  

       life skills for the 21st century by establishing strong 

academics, character training, and a parenting program.  

Life School began with one elementary school in  

South Oak Cliff, Texas, serving 266 students. Today,  

the district has grown to nine schools on seven  

campuses serving more than 5,300 students.  

 Because Life School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit  

organization, it relies on charitable giving to support its 

mission. The organization has realized excellent results 

throughout its history. Because the school’s primary focus 

is developing leadership and character traits in students 

and staff, it routinely has school graduation and college 

acceptance rates that far exceed state and national averages. 

Life School staff and students maintain high standards  

for education, which require individual awareness and 

charitable giving to support continued successful  

student outcomes. 

 To build capacity for expanding the Life School  

education system a Mission Advancement team has  

been established to lend oversight to the school’s fund 

development efforts. The goal of the Mission Advancement 

team is to cultivate relationships with givers interested in 

supporting Life School. Relationships are built to benefit 

the students through charitable events, government and 

private grants, foundation support, corporate sponsorships, 

and individuals like you. With your support, Life School 

will be able to expand and enhance learning opportunities 

by continuously improving competitive UIL athletic  

and fine arts teams, academic clubs, technology, in-class  

resources, and the educational environment for the  

students it serves.

 Your charitable gifts will make a difference. To make  

a donation or to inquire about ways to support Life  

School, contact the Mission Advancement office by  

dialing 469-850-LIFE (5433) or by going online to  

www.lifeschools.net and clicking the “Donate” button. 

F

With your support, and the right resources, Life School will continue  
to provide a well-rounded education to all students who enroll.  

It’s not just school; it’s LIFE!
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Students                                                                                         5026               4644               4206                3940               3693
           
Revenues per Student          
Local Revenue                                                                      $524               $314                $194               $205               $106
State Revenue                                                                   $8,146           $8,006            $7,587            $7,738            $7,919
Federal Revenue                                                                       $652               $693               $578                $733               $774

Total Revenue                                                                   $9,322           $9,013                        $8,358            $8,677            $8,799
           
Expenses per Student          
Instruction and Instructional Related Services                  $4,406           $4,270            $3,978            $4,009            $4,079
Instructional and School Leadership                                 $599                             $564                $543                $558                $543
           
Administrative Support Services                                $633               $735                $664                $604               $563
Support Services - Non-Student Based                             $1,625           $1,574            $1,511            $1,530            $1,731
Support Services - Student Based                                 $968               $789               $737                $714               $647
Ancillary Services                                                                            $1                    $0                     $1                  $16                  $45
Debt Service                                                                   $1,354               $972                $707                $731               $713
Fundraising                                                                           $9                    $7                    $0                     $6                    $0
           
Total Expenses                                                                   $9,595             $8,912           $8,142            $8,169            $8,321

Focusing on what’s truly important

Life School Financial Information
Statement of Activities Summary

Life School is committed to making a valuable impact on the lives of the students, parents and individuals within the 
communities we serve. As part of this commitment, we take a prudent approach when it comes to spending the dollars 
entrusted in our care. By relying on a strong team of dedicated teachers, staff and leadership, Life School focuses on what 
is truly important: the education of our students and in turn the betterment of our communities.

Revenues     
Local Revenue                                          2,631,739                   1,458,825                      815,376                       809,140                     390,484
State Revenue                                                          40,942,149   37,179,926   31,908,883                30,486,989               29,246,046 
Federal Revenue                                          3,277,993                    3,216,446      2,429,138      2,889,593     2,856,960
Total Revenue                                                          46,851,881                 41,855,197                35,153,397   34,185,722   32,493,490
         
         
Expenses          
Instruction and  Instructional Related Services  22,144,442  19,828,271  16,730,229  15,797,368   15,062,127
Instructional and School Leadership                       3,011,768     2,618,737     2,285,555     2,198,756     2,004,895
         
Administrative Support Services                       3,182,860    3,415,337     2,792,787     2,381,054     2,077,590
Support Services - Non-Student Based                       8,166,313    7,310,426     6,354,545     6,028,700     6,392,613
Support Services - Student Based                       4,863,595     3,666,431     3,101,159     2,811,508     2,390,958
Ancillary Services                                                                     3,067             2,161              4,692           63,700         166,009
Debt Service                                                             6,804,670     4,516,037     2,975,559     2,880,649     2,634,042
Fundraising                                                                   45,862           32,139                      944            23,457                      0
         
                                                                                               48,222,577   41,389,539   34,245,470   32,185,192   30,728,234

                8/31/15                  8/31/14                   8/31/13                   8/31/12                   8/31/11
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FINANCIALS & LEADERSHIP

Brent Wilson
Superintendent 

Christopher Clemmons
Treasurer

Eddie Davis Jr. 

Ruben Martinez

Sharon Will iams
Secretar y

Board Members

Our commitment to developing student leaders 
with character requires a staff that demonstrates the 
very best character and leadership for our students 
each day. Life School is committed to building this 
capacity in our employees by integrating character 
and leadership development programs into our 
existing professional development.  We believe 
that one key aspect in the development of our 

students’ character and leadership is having role models who demonstrate 
these traits daily.  

In 2015, Life School introduced a new Student Leadership Profile. 
This profile will be used as our framework for the development of not only 
our students, but our staff and parents as well. The Student Leadership 
Profile contains three domains: Ready to Learn, Ready to Lead, and Ready 
for Life.  Each of these domains contains multiple components, which help 
us to measure an individual’s development. The components of Ready to 
Learn domain are Critical Thinking, a Global Perspective, and Information 
Literacy.  The Ready to Lead components are Collaborative, Effective 
Communicator, Ethical Leadership, Humility, Problem Solver, and  
Social Awareness. Finally, the Ready for Life components are Citizenship, 
Financial Literacy, Goal-Oriented, Resilient, Self-Aware, and  
Self-Managed. The domains and their components have helped Life School 
to produce character and leadership throughout our entire community.

Our view of the importance of character and leadership is not only 
shared by current staff and students, but also by our alumni. During our final 
District Leadership meeting of the 2015-16 school year, we had a panel of 
10 former Life School students speak to our administration about how their 
experiences at Life School shaped and influenced their lives.  Even though 
each of these alumni, who graduated between 2004-2012, each shared 
their unique memories of Life School, nearly all of them mentioned the 
importance of their character and leadership development. 

At Life School we have a strong commitment to the total development 
of a child through extracurricular activities and academics. However, we 
are most passionate about the importance of character and leadership 
development.  As our founder Dr. Wilson said, “Knowledge and 
understanding can be instilled in these young people, and it will carry 
them to the top of the mountain, but they will fall off a cliff if they do not 
have character that is able to keep them there.”

Troy Mooney
Chief Academic Officer

Committed to developing leaders
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L IFE  SCHOOL CENTRAL OFF ICE 
132  EAST  OVILLA ROAD,  STE .  A ,  RED OAK,  TEXAS  75154

469 -850 -8435  •  WWW.L IFESCHOOLS .NET

Life School Quality Standards 
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